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all possible ways. This made the Amlrul-Umara furious
against the Emperor. He, moreover, resented the interference
of Farrukhsiyar concerning the appointments in the Deccan
which he considered to be derogatory to his authority as well
as in contravention of the terms settled between the Emperor
and the two brothers through the intercession of the Empress-
mother.

At first the Amlru'l-Umara, confident of his power, under-
took to clear the country of the Maratha Chiefs wTho, after
the departure of Nizamu'1-Mulk, had again started collect-
ing Chauth in the Imperial provinces. He thought of following
the vigorous policy of Nizamu'1-Mulk which had greatly
tended to subvert the Maratha influence. The contest between
the Marathas and the Mughals \vas not quite decided, but
the balance was turning clearly to the side of the latter when
Nizamu'1-Mulk was recalled before he could complete his
work. The Armru'l-Umara directed an expedition against
Khanderao Dabhade who had held the province of Khandesh
in his charge. The latter had constructed a number of mud
forts and military posts along the Surat-Burhanpur road, and
usually exacted one-fourth of the value of effects from
merchants and travellers. If they paid the required
sum, it was all right; otherwise, they were plundered^
captured, held up to ransom and kept in captivity for long
periods.1

The Amiru'l-Umara despatched a force of four thousand
horse and five thousand musketeers under Zulfiqar Beg, his
paymaster, in order to punish Khanderao Dabhade, destroy
his forts and redress the wrongs caused by his depredations.
When Khanderao Dabhade received intelligence of Zulfiqar
Beg's march, he pretended to retire to hilly fastness, suffering
himself to be pursued by Zulfiqar Beg, who, being inexperi-
enced in the art of Deccan warfare, fell into the snare, and
advanced to chase him. When the Mughals were divided in
the defiles, the Marathas fell upon them from their retreats,
closing all paths behind them and cutting off a large detach-
ment from their forces inflicted a severe defeat. Zulfiqar Beg
and many of his followers were killed in the battle, and their
baggage and other effects were looted by the Marathas.

1 Kbafi Khan, op. cit, p. 778; Siyar, vol. II, p. 408.